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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Leisinger 
et al (561 7648) in view of Leisinger et al (5787600). 

As to claims 1-3, Leisinger et al teaches a dryer mounted in a housing to 
determine moisture content of a material to be weighed (abstract). The housing 
comprises a balance 103 with a measuring cell 1 19, a weighing dish/tray carrier 109 
mounted on the measuring cell 119 (col. 4, lines 3-8), heat source 105, and a blower 
135 (col. 4, lines 32-39). The blower 135 allows air to travel below the weighing dish 
and above the measuring cell via duct 143 to permit air to exit the housing (col. 4, lines 
16-19 and Figs. 4 and 5). The material to be weighed is placed on the weighing dish 
and is subjected to heat radiation. To make the material accessible the balance moves 
in and out of the housing this movement allows the duct to be released from the housing 
(abstract and Figs. 1 , 3, 5, 7). Leisinger et al does not clearly teach a part of the air 

■ 

duct to be detached from the housing, but strong suggest this limitation with the upper 
portion of the housing being attached to at least a portion of the of the air duct (col. 3, 
lines 23-26). Even though Leisinger et al does not clearly disclose an upper portion of 
the housing to move about its axis, Leisinger et al 5787600 teaches a front portion of 
the upper part of part (housing) 1 is constructed as a cover 19 and can be swung 
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upwardly about a horizon,al axis A (cel. 2 Mnes 43-45). „ appears «o require a minimal 
modification (Fig , , 3, 5, and 7). Since the two patents are by the same inventcr the 

sw,n 9 upwardly abou, its horizontal axis, where a, least a portion of the air due, is 
attached ,o ,he housing and a design choice ,o detach the top cover from the housing 
by sfid.ng off or pulling of,. The minimum modification would show a, leas, a portion of 
the air duct to be detached. 

As ,o claims 4-5, Leisinger e, al teaches air ,o fiow around the weighing dish 
which is dosed to a„ sides (thermal separation) in radial direction (cel. 1, lines 65*7 
col. 2, lines 1-3 and all figures, and no. to be in direct contact with a display b.ock1 7 
arranged next to the housing 1 (col. 2, lines 57-59). 

3. Claim 6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Leisinger et al in view of Philipp et al (5485684). 

As to claim 6, Leisinger e, al teaches a duct to have two sections to facilitate a 
thermal separation when the balance is in the moved-in position as we,, as during 
charging (col. 2, fines 1-3, and 6-10). Leisinger e, a, does no, cteahy teach an upper 
she,, ,s hinged to a rear portion o, the housing, .hereby allowing ,he upper shell to * 
abou, a horizontal axis. However Leisinger e. a, discloses US Pa.en. Number 5485664 
as pnor art, which .eaches a cover 1 9 to be swung upwardiy abou, a horizontal axis A 
using brackets 55 (sol. 4, lines 8-10). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

4. Claim 7 is allowed. 
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5. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: Claim 7 
includes the subject matter, "a single-piece air duct unit, wherein the measuring 
instrument comprises means for fastening the single-piece air duct unit to the 
instrument housing" where the means for fastening are releasable, thereby allowing the 
single-piece air duct unit to be removed from the instrument housing. In combination 
with the remaining claim limitations, the claim is not taught or suggested in prior art. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 


Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 


Closing 


6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Katina M Wilson whose telephone number is 571-272- 
2209. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday from 8:00 am to 
4:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Hezron E Williams, can be reached on 571-272-2208. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
308-7382. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone numb£MS*703-308- 


0956. 
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